Your Views: Does NCWNZ work for charitable
purposes?

In order to convey the breadth of the work of the National Council of Women of New Zealand
(NCWNZ), the passion and commitment of its members, and the public good achieved
through its programmes and activities, NCWNZ sent a brief questionnaire to its contacts
asking for their views.

The timeframe for responses was extremely short (2 days), given the deadline set by the
Charities Commission, however, the number of respondents was overwhelming and shows
the importance given to this matter by all involved.

NCWNZ would like to thank all those who have devoted time to explaining, in their own
words, how the Council serves women, the family and the community at the local, national
and international level and how this provides benefit to all New Zealanders.

NCWNZ is of the belief that it is the opinions of these women and women’s organisations
that determines the true public benefit that this organisation provides. All respondents have a
direct relationship with the Council and strongly support the common goal of promoting the
needs and rights of women, children and families.

It is essential that the Charities Commission Board take their views into consideration before
moving to deregister the National Council of Women of New Zealand. We believe that these
responses clearly show that it would not be in the public interest to remove this entity from
the register.



Date: 7 July 2010
Name/Organisation: Dame Miriam Dell

Involvement with NCWNZ: Past Branch President, Past National President, Past President
of the International Council of Women (ICW), Committee of Honour ICW, Life Member
NCWNZ

In your opinion, how does NCWNZ serve women, the family and the community at the
local, national and international level?

The whole purpose of the organisation is to do just that.

At Branch level each branch has its own commitments in the community. These range from
support for such organisations as Women’s Refuge, Second Chance Education et al;
support for new immigrants and refugees; working with local bodies to improve public
facilities (e.g. facilities for the disabled, siting of public toilets etc.); encouraging women to
stand for public office.

Branches of NCWNZ consist of representatives of affiliated organisations. Each of those
organisations is involved in serving the community and the interests and well-being of
women. The effect of the combined activities of the affiliated organisations and the Branch
itself reach very widely into the whole community.

At National level, NCWNZ brings together the combined experience of its member Nationally
Organised Societies (NOS). Each of these NOS has national and local activities to support
and enhance the wellbeing of their members and communities. Many of them have
charitable status in their own right.

NCWNZ develops work programmes which educate and support Branch activities. The
Standing Committees research and keep abreast of local and national developments in their
areas of expertise which affect the well-being of women and the communities they live in.

NCWNZ is then able to use this information to inform the appropriate decision makers and
contribute to public debate, thus working to its objective of improving the well-being of
women, their families and the communities in which they live.

NCWNZ is a member of the International Council of Women which was established in 1888
and currently has affiliated Councils in about 74 countries. Many members of NCWNZ have
been elected to office in the ICW. Some have served as Conveners of International Standing
Committees, some have been Board members and Vice- Presidents of the organisation and
| was President 1979-86.

The ICW has had consultative status with the UN from 1945 and has a team of
representatives at all UN centres, agencies and organisations.

ICW also has an active programme of small projects in 25 countries, each of which improves
the lives and opportunities for women in the deprived communities in which they live.

How does the work of NCWNZ provide public benefit?
Branches contribute to public benefit in their communities as outlined above.
Nationally Organised Societies do the same.

At national level NCWNZ provides information to and support for its branches and Nationally
Organised Societies and their activities.



NCWNZ is able to contribute its experience to discussions at national level which support its
commitment to improving the well-being of women and society as a whole. It represents
NGO women on a number of other bodies.

Most importantly it co-ordinates the preparation of the NGO report to CEDAW which
presents the views of NZ women on their progress and well-being.

NCWNZ, because of the way it brings together women from all sectors of the community at
both local and national level is the strongest non-governmental voice for women and their
contribution to the well-being of the communities in which they live. Those communities
include all who live in them, men, women, children and all ethnic groups.

All those participating in the work of NCW do so voluntarily.

NCWNZ has worked for the public benefit of New Zealand and internationally for over 100
years.



Date: 7 July 2010
Name/Organisation: Dame Laurie Salas, DBE, QSO

Involvement with NCWNZ: Current National Life Member, former National Secretary,
National Vice President, Convener of Parliamentary Watch Committee.

In your opinion, how does NCWNZ serve women, the family and the community at the
local, national, international level?

At local level representatives of constituent organisations support church charity functions,
breast cancer awareness, Pacific development projects, fair trade, women’s refuges, ethnic
women’s network, family planning, victim support, et al

At National level — see our Aims including “social welfare of the community”

At International level — to link with NCW in other countries through the International Council
and thus promote friendships and peace.

How does the work of NCWNZ provide public benefit?

NCWNZ produces a monthly circular which has a wide circulation including recipients and
readers as well as NCW members. The contents include many items of interest and advice
— on the environment, welfare projects, justice issues, ethnicity concerns, comments on
current legislation and current education debates, as well as correspondence between the
Council and Government Ministers.

This dissemination of informative complements the practical work that hundreds of women
NCW members do voluntarily in helping others — as one of our aims says “...to work for the
social, legal and economic advancement and development of women.”

The ‘public benefit’ of NCW is instanced by the many personal stories of women, and their
families, having benefitted materially and emotional through the help and support of the
National Council of Women.



Date: 9 July 2010
Name/Organisation: Anne Todd Lambie

Involvement with NCWNZ: Extensive involvement since early 1980’s as Representative for
BPW Tauranga to 1st Vice President at the turn of the century.

In your opinion, how does NCWNZ serve women, the family and the community at the
local, national, international level?

By providing “the voice of reason” on many issues which affect New Zealand (and
internationally), especially women and children.

NCWNZ promotes intelligent debate and discussion of issues affecting women and society.

Through careful consultation, via Branches and Affiliated organisations, NCWNZ makes
submissions on legislations and provides feedback on Parliamentary or Civil Service Papers
put out for consultation.

As can be seen from the majority of Affiliates, NCWNZ members are generally relatively
conservative with firm considered opinions they share with NCW members, and, where
possible, form a considered, carefully debated consensus view. Where this is not possible,
as there is no clear consensus, the key perspectives are provided. Because they are
relatively conservative (as opposed to “radical”’), and are not a single issue lobby, nor one of
the well funded organisations who provide input to parliament, the NCWNZ Memberships
often forward thinking views espoused deserve serious consideration.

Locally the 3 branches with which | have been involved, take an active interest in, and
engage with their Local Authorities offering Submissions on Plans and Local Issues and
always actively promote Elections, Local or National, usually via Candidate Forms.

Internationally NCWNZ is best recognised for its co-ordination of the Alternate/Shadow
Reports for CEDAW, although it has, from time to time, provided financial, moral and
practical support to Sister NCW Organisations throughout the World, especially in the
Pacific.

NCWNZ is an important part of New Zealand’s Civil Society, which has a critical role in a
functional Democracy. The most stable Democracies are one in which there is an active
Civil Society.

How does the work of NCWNZ provide public benefit?

e Education of the thousands of women the organisation reaches

¢ Education of Politicians (National and Local)

e Providing the “voice of reason” to Parliament and Local Authorities

o Improvement of the wellbeing of Women and Families — without NCWNZ or its
foremothers we would not have the Vote/Women in Parliament, on Juries, in the
Police Service/general Equal Rights. (We still don’t have equality, hence the need for
NCWNZ to continue its work).

e Co-ordinating the Alternate/Shadow Report to the CEDAW Committee using the
extensive 114 year old NCWNZ Network, as well as linking in with thousands of other
New Zealand Women and Girls who are not usually affiliated with NCWNZ. This
provides the NGO input CEDAW require — a very broad and highly professional
“Census” on where New Zealand Women see themselves and what are the current
and developing issues of concern for New Zealand women.



Date: 7 July 2010
Name/Organisation: Wendy Zemanek, New Zealand Federation of Graduate Women

Involvement with NCWNZ: | have been involved with NCWNZ at national level since 1990. |
am passionate about NCWNZ because of the endless good it does in the community and the
shared wisdom that members contribute. | am proud that | received the QSM in 2004 and the
Suffrage Medal in 1993 for my contribution.

In your opinion, how does NCWNZ serve women, the family and the community at the
local, national and international level?

NCWNZ serves women by a two-way process of communication.

1. The national body disseminates information on important issues to New Zealand women
through its monthly Circular, the website and email.

2. Inturn, the member organisations feed information in to the national body. This comes
from hundreds of women in all walks of life, from numerous organisations, all over the
country.

This means that members are well informed and able to make careful judgements and
suggestions on matters of concern.

Members contribute to submissions on consumer affairs, economics, education,
employment, environment, family affairs, health, Justice and law reform, public issues and
social issues.

The Parliamentary Watch Committee oversees the writing of submissions on proposed new
legislation and members present oral submissions to parliamentary select committees. PWC
also oversees the sending out of discussion documents that often preclude major non-
legislative changes.

A recent success was the Cotton Off campaign which led to the removal of a brand of
clothing for young children which had implicit sexual messages on it.

Life Members and other experienced leaders

Our life members are truly women of wisdom who offer their years of experience willingly
whenever they are asked to contribute. | mention especially Dame Miriam Dell, who also
chaired the International Council of Women, Dame Vivienne Boyd, Dame Alison Roxburgh.

NCWNZ is so highly regarded that we are able to attract speakers of a very high calibre to
our national meetings. Speakers at the 2009 meeting included Diana Crossan, Retirement
Commissioner; Dr Jan Pryor, Chief Commissioner Families Commission; Deborah Battel,
Banking Ombudsman; Karen Stevens, Insurance Ombudsman. | am sure they were all
pleased to attend because they recognised how far their message would be spread through
the NCWNZ network.

International

NCWNZ is part of the International Council of Women and through this membership, is able
to bring international concerns to local women.

How does the work of NCWNZ provide public benefit?
This is indicated in the information above.

In addition, the NCWNZ Register of Resolutions shows our huge number of wide and varied
concerns. Often these resolutions have been passed long before the issues became
general public concerns e.g. requests for women police, concern about preserving the West
Coast forests.



Date: 9 July 2010

Name/Organisation: Manawatu Branch NCW

Audrey Jarvis, President, Methodist Women’s Fellowship Representative.

Judith Dell Panny, Vice President, Representative from Federation of Graduate Women.
Involvement with NCWNZ: President and Vice-President, Manawatu Branch

In your opinion, how does NCWNZ serve women, the family and the community at the
local, national and international level?

Our work is not-for-profit and we are all volunteers. We are involved in education,
through the public meetings we run, through workshops like those for women
seeking public office, or through specific projects such as our support for the ‘Plant
to Plate’ programme in schools.

Our monthly ‘Circular’ provides our members with objective information on
contemporary social issues involving women, children and the well-being of the
community as a whole, indicating where help is needed: ‘Grandparents Raising
Grandchildren’, for example.

How does the work of NCWNZ provide public benefit?

At the request of whichever government may be in power, we are called upon to
give our considered response to proposed new legislation. Governments are
required by statute to consult widely before new legislation is enacted.

Our usefulness in this role follows from the fact that our members are drawn from
many organisations and include women of all political persuasions.



Date: 6 July 2010

Name/Organisation: NCW Taranaki Branch, Urenui and Districts Community Rural Health
Group Management committee.

Tikorangi Women’s Institute.
Involvement with NCWNZ: Executive member Taranaki Branch, Past President.
Corresponding member of Health Standing Committee. Taranaki Branch.

In your opinion, how does NCWNZ serve women, the family and the community at the
local, national and international level?

Locally

e By raising topics concerning women and their families | am able to report to my
chosen organisations and learn their opinions through discussion and education and
return the views of the wider community back to the Board.

e Guest speakers inform branch members who in turn are able to contribute financially
to their organisations for specific projects.

o District councillors are provided with copies of the Circular and the Mayoress is the
branch Patron and attends meetings when able thus getting feedback to the Council.

e The Branch has been able to facilitate meetings for the wider community to discuss
C.E.D.A\W. which the Board report to the United Nations.

Nationally
e Through the Circular we are informed and the Bi Annual conference
Internationally

e We are made aware of the conditions of women in the wider world.
e Reporting to the United Nations.

How does the work of NCWNZ provide public benefit?

In Taranaki NCWNZ informs and educates District Councillors, Health Board Members, and
the community at large on matters concerning women and their families — at an open
meeting we have had up to 100 women attend.

I am sure my chosen organisations benefit by my attending and reporting back to their
meetings.

By donating financially to selected needy groups within the province.



Name/Organisation: Altrusa International District Fifteen Inc.

Involvement with NCWNZ: Altrusa International District Fifteen Inc is a Nationally
Organised Society affiliated to NCWNZ.

In your opinion, how does NCWNZ serve women, the family and the community at the
local, national and international level?

NCWNZ serves to provide an extra resource for Altrusa Clubs and other members of the
community by:

a)

b)

d)

f)

NCWNZ is viewed by the Altrusans as the primary lobby group which focuses on
women, children and the family at a national (governmental) and international (via
international memberships) level.

NCWNZ disseminates information straight from the government — political issues
of the day, legislative directions that will directly impact women, and children in
the community;

NCWNZ is a facilitator — the organisation runs focus groups and seminars on the
issues of the day, the seminars are open to and attended by representatives of
women from all groups within New Zealand, whether or not the organisations are
affiliated members of NCWNZ. These forums are open to ALL.

NCWNZ branches then collates all the information and findings from the
seminars and at the head office in Wellington combines the information into clear
detailed reports which are provided to the government ministries and political
parties;

NCWNZ provides a unified voice for women, the family and the community by
taking the information and presenting it to the government.

NCWNZ is a member of the International Council of Women, which has a seat at
the United Nations — The organisation obtains detailed information from the
International organisation and disseminates back to its members.

How does the work of NCWNZ provide public benefit?

a)

b)

Regards

NCWNZ focuses on issues that relate to women, children, the family and the
communities in which families live.

The NZ Suffragists were the first to win the right for women to vote in NZ, and the
world in 1893. In 1896 the NCWNZ was formed & has worked tirelessly to lobby
the NZ Government of the day on issues in support of a better life/environment
for women, the family and the community.

In its role as coordinator of the CEDAW report — NCWNZ is providing an
alternative “Report Card” for the United Nations which is reviewing the
Government’s progress towards equality for women within the community. The
Government will provide a self-review; NCWNZ will coordinate within the nation
to provide an alternative review of progress.

NCWNZ provides a public benefit by the press releases to increase awareness of
issues that relate to women, the family and community. The organisation
supports the releases with research.

Leanne Milligan



Date: 8 July 2010
Name/Organisation: NZ Playcentre Federation
Involvement with NCWNZ: Nationally Affiliated Society

In your opinion, how does NCWNZ serve women, the family and the community at the
local, national and international level?

How does the work of NCWNZ provide public benefit?

NCWNZ provides Playcentre with an opportunity to have a voice on matters of importance to
our families, which would not happen in a volunteer organisation such as ours that is already
overstretched in terms of volunteer time. The information gathering and distribution to us of
current issues is invaluable, as is the collating and writing of submissions. This work is
beyond our capacity yet collectively our members have a lot of knowledge to share with
policy makers about the reality of family life in Aotearoa/NZ. Playcentre appreciates the
opportunity to participate in the democratic processes of this country, and the NCWNZ
structure enables us to do this.

‘Charity’ is not just about the ‘doing’ of good works; it is also about speaking for those unable
to speak for themselves. Issues such as poverty, according to the Child Poverty Advocacy
Group, have a political solution. Therefore to address this and other community issues,
charities should be able to express their views in a political forum at the same time as
carrying out their work in the community. NCWNZ provides a structure whereby this can
happen. In terms of Playcentre, where we can have a voice with the Ministry of Education
regarding our education purposes, we do not have any direct voice for other issues which
affect us — for example family violence or maternity services.

History shows that governments and policy makers prefer to deal with umbrella groups and
collated opinions (Sonya Davies set up the first childcare union because of this advice
received from a Minister). It is a more efficient way of consulting and of reaching individuals.
The NCWNZ therefore contributes to the process of government, yet at the same time
remaining apolitical. It is the views of the membership that are promoted, not those of any
particular party.

NCWNZ also provides an international voice for us, as a proven representative in the UN
arena. Funding is limited for NGOs to attend UN Committee, so it makes sense to have an
umbrella group to represent us and having such a ‘watch dog’ is instrumental in keeping a
balance to the government’s report. If funding is limited from the government, and the
organisation cannot apply for grants due to a lack of charitable status, then the members
themselves have to foot the bill so that the people’s voice can be represented.

Prepared by Suzanne Manning, NZPF
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Date: 8 July 2010
Name/Organisation: Quota International

Involvement with NCWNZ: Affiliated group at national level. | represent our Quota
International Club at the local branch and hold the Branch secretary’s position. | am a past
Quota District Governor for this area and in that capacity began by representing all the
Clubs at NCWNZ Conferences. | am also a member of the Education Committee.

In your opinion, how does NCWNZ serve women, the family and the community at the
local, national and international level?

NCWNZ constantly surveys and listens to the concerns and opinions of its members and
acts accordingly at the highest level with dignity and professionalism. It is a positive force in
the community that is held in high regard by both local and government politicians.

It provides a much needed vehicle in our communities through which women and their
families can bring their ideas and concerns to the attention of these governing bodies in
local, national and international levels.

NCWNZ provides an important link at the international level with its very well presented
CEDAMW reports and with attendance of members at International Conferences.

How does the work of NCWNZ provide public benefit?

It compiles submissions from the evidence and opinions of its members at the grass roots
community level which are then available for discussion and consideration at both local and
parliamentary level of debate. This approach must be reflected in, and be of benefit to the
welfare of the community at large.
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Date: 8 July 2010
Name/Organisation: Individual member

Involvement with NCWNZ: Member of Christchurch Branch and corresponding member for
education

In your opinion, how does NCWNZ serve women, the family and the community at the
local, national and international level?

After consultation with its membership, NCW highlights injustices or anomalies and suggests
policy changes to remedy these injustices in NZ society, both at regional and national level.

How does the work of NCWNZ provide public benefit?

Through its varied membership, with delegates from a large number of different networks,
NCW provides an avenue for respectful and thoughtful but critical dialogue. Members are
informed about many issues in our society and after careful consideration of all perspectives,
from both left and right, NCW lodges submissions and lobbies national and local politicians
to address injustices, which have come to our attention, again through our diverse
membership.

For more than one hundred years, NCW has provided information to policymakers,
benefiting usually the most vulnerable in our society; in my view this is a highly charitable
function, resulting in more permanent solutions than food parcels and shelters.

Lia de Vocht- van Alphen
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Date: 7 July 2010
Name/Organisation: Lorraine Sheen, Rural Women NZ.

Involvement with NCWNZ: Delegate from Rural Women, Canterbury Provincial to
Christchurch branch, NCW, corresponding member of NCW Environment Committee.

In your opinion, how does NCWNZ serve women, the family and the community at the
local, national and international level?

There is no other body with such a wide and diverse membership. This enables NCW to
canvas the views of a far wider public than any other NZ group. There is no doubt in my
mind that its work over the years has effectively brought the position of NZ women in the
workforce, both from a pay equity perspective and other gender issues before the public eye.

The Christchurch Branch has been working on remits to the National Conference on a
number of issues that serve women, the family and the community — for example, the
treatment of women after they leave prison. This work will raise awareness, not only with
Govt to whom the remits will be addressed, but also, with the delegates reporting back to
their home societies after the provision of an excellent speaker, all the other societies who
belong to NCW have been further educated on the lack of halfway housing, the lack of drug
and alcohol programmes and the rate of recidivism among these women.

Thus the work of NCW is effective both ways, in canvassing the views of many people and
advocating for them, and also in educating and making the general public more aware of
points where NCW sees systems failing.

This umbrella group with its wide network is essential for the well being of NZ social
standards.
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Date: 8 July 2010

Name/Organisation: Pam King-- St.Chad's Wst. New Plymouth A.A.W. (Leader/
Representative @ Taranaki Branch NCWNZ & Waikato Diocese Social Concerns committee

rep.)
Why do | believe NCWNZ serves women, the family & the community at local, national
& international level?

Women have since the formation of NCWNZ in 1896 felt compelled to become watch-dogs
of politicians to endeavour to ensure that the welfare of women & children is of paramount
protection. These women have given their time voluntarily as they represented their member
organisations, whether they be as part of their personal employment, such as teachers,
nurses or business women, but many others have represented charitable groups such as
women's church groups, Soroptomists, Girl Guides, Rural Women etc.

At a local level we in New Plymouth have aside from what we do for our own member
organisation, endeavoured to give to groups such as providing money to purchase car seats
for Plunket & more recently we gave some money for a group called START (Supporting at
risk Teenagers) Money for these types of donations does not amount to enormous sums
however as our branch survives on a very modest budget!! To raise money we provide lunch
for invited guests, to hear a worthwhile speaker, about issues of interest such as Health,
Education etc.

We also endeavour to respond to Items of interest or Action Items to assist the NCWNZ
board when making their submissions.

Another important subject is that members study Remits with their member organisations,
bringing the sometimes varied opinions to branch meetings so that when collated, branch
delegates can attend conference, informed of our region's opinions.

As social concerns representative for Waikato/Taranaki AAW it is my responsibility to keep
all AAW groups within our region informed of concerns which are referred to us from
NCWNZ via the Circular, email etc.

How does the work of NCWNZ provide public benefit?

Through the NCWNZ Board & the collation of information from all the branches supplying
submissions to them regarding the many varied subjects which are discussed by our
politicians, | believe it is imperative that the work of NCWNZ is able to continue to protect the
rights of not only women but families also.

| trust the above is of value , however | believe that our President & the Board have already
presented the Charities Commission with a very concise submission as to WHY NCWNZ
should continue its work as a Charitable organisation-- WE ARE VOLUNTEERS NOT A
BUSINESS.

Thanking you, Pam King.
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Date: 7July 2010
Name/Organisation: Wairarapa Branch, National Council of Women of NZ (NCWNZ)

Involvement with NCWNZ: The Wairarapa Branch of NCWNZ was formed in 1967
following an inaugural meeting which attracted 70 women representing a variety of local and
national organisations. The meeting unanimously voted to form a Wairarapa Branch and in
doing so became the 42™ branch of NCWNZ an organisation that had already been in
existence since 1896. The first ordinary meeting of the Wairarapa Branch was held on 2
October 1967 with 60 women representing 20 organisations. And, whilst there have been
periods where attendance has not reached the original 60 the branch remains vibrant and
has continued now for 43 years to receive, disseminate, debate and make not only their own
but their families and their community views heard with the support of the national
organisation.

In your opinion, how does NCWNZ serve women, the family and the community at the
local, national and international level?

NCWNZ is made up of women representing a wide range of nationally and locally organised
societies. With such a diversity of women and opinions tolerance is imperative and
therefore remains at the heart of what NCWNZ represents.

NCWNZ and its branches throughout New Zealand have an important and continuing role to
play in making sure that ALL New Zealand views and needs are represented in our future
laws.

Locally: NCWNZ has been involved with a variety of local initiatives through local body
planning, letter writing and lobbying the three local district councils (Masterton, Carterton and
South Wairarapa) in a large rural area. Issues such as building, maintenance and access to
public toilets, the condition of footpaths and other infrastructure. The branch has been a
foundation and/or steering group member in setting up groups such as Women’s Refuge,
Family Planning, the Wairarapa Polytech; and has been represented over the year on
groups such as Wairarapa Hospital maternity services, the Polytech Council, Women’s
Centre, and the Community Law Office. The branch has remained active and supportive of
women candidates for local and national governance across all parties. It has hosted and
facilitated local meet the candidates evenings; coordinated a successful Te Tiriti O Waitangi
/ The Treaty of Waitangi public seminar with Claudia Orange as guest speaker; and was at
the forefront for many years in the fight to eliminate family violence.

Nationally: NCWNZ’s monthly circulars and submissions to Parliamentary Select
committees are the result of widespread debate. Issues are discussed nationally and fought
for locally. The organisation is apolitical and non profit. Over the years NCWNZ has been
at the forefront of local, national and international issues. Much of what was discussed and
fought for, many now take for granted, such as: abolition of corporal punishment; wrapping
of bread; flexible trading hours; lowering of the voting age; cleanliness of water supplies;
education on recycling; and promotion of women to public office.

The collation and dissemination of wide ranging information results in feedback to policy
makers often through Parliamentary Select Committees. For example in the past 18
months, submissions both written and oral numbering more than 50 have seen thousands of
women and therefore their families views heard across diverse policy issues and legislation
such as the Education Amendment Bill, Review of the Holidays Act 2003, Cluster Munition
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(Prohibition) Bill, Income Splitting, A Focus on Victims of Crime, and Food Labelling Law and
Policy Review to name but a few.

Internationally: NCWNZ is affiliated to the International Council of Women, an organisation
set up in 1888 to bring together voluntary non government organisations worldwide and to
represent women of all nations, races, creeds and cultural traditions. We have often
exchanged visits with women of other countries, shared knowledge, offered practical help
and taught tolerance.

The work of NCWNZ nationally in continuing to coordinate a process to develop an
independent Shadow Report on the way government is meeting its obligations to the
CEDAW Agreement (Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against
Women) is a huge effort on the part of what basically remains a voluntary organisation.

How does the work of NCWNZ provide public benefit?

Locally, members support each other and work for the betterment of all people in their
community. The same is true nationally, but the benefit is for the people of the Nation.
Sharing information keeps us safe and well and increases happiness through informed
choice. The breadth of issues covered ensure an “across the board” range of knowledge,
interest and engagement, and opinions. The diversity of membership and the fact that there
is no issue that is put in the “too hard” basket is NCWNZ'’s strength.

The work of NCWNZ provides public benefit by promoting the moral, civil and social welfare
of the community by collecting and redistributing information; and in working for the social,
legal and economic development of women, men and children so that we can all live in a just
and caring society of which we can all be proud.

It could be said that NCWNZ provided the “original public information website” 114 years
ahead of technology. NCWNZ locally, nationally and internationally continues through its
constitutional processes to truly represent, in our opinion, democracy at work.

(Sgd) Julie Huffer, President

On behalf of the Executive and members of the National Council of Women, Wairarapa
Branch

16



Date: 7 July 2010
Name/Organisation: My name is Lynette Stutz of Masterton

Involvement with NCWNZ: | have been a member of the Wairarapa Branch of the National
Council of Women of New Zealand — Te Kaunihera Wahine o Aotearoa since 1993. During
that time | have had the honour to serve the branch in both a presidential and secretarial
capacity; have served as a branch delegate to National Biennial Conferences on a number
of occasions; and assisted on the Parliamentary Watch Committee.

In your opinion, how does NCWNZ serve women, the family and the community at the
local, national and international level?

NCWNZ is made up of women representing a wide range of nationally and locally organised
societies. With such a diversity of women and opinions tolerance is imperative and
therefore remains at the heart of what NCWNZ represents.

Through the democratic principles and processes that guide NCWNZ it is, in my opinion, an
organisation that reaches out to women across the wide and diverse communities which are
the core of our Nation. In so doing these women are enabled to have their views and those
of their partners, friends and families heard, discussed and perhaps incorporated into policy
at the highest level.  In my view policy which is designed to promote and enhance the
wellbeing of all peoples will not be comprehensive and best served unless it includes input
from those people on which it will impact whether that be local, national or international.

This is a role NCWNZ has played for 114 years and it is what the organisation does best. It
is not known as “the voice of reason”, nor are its views sought at the highest level of our
demaocracy, for no good reason.

NCWNZ branches through their membership continue to play their part in the huge voluntary
network which sustains and underpins our society. Much of that network is made up of non
government, not for profit agencies which filled gaps in tax payer funded services and which
are now contracted through government to provide those same services.

Throughout communities in New Zealand NCWNZ have an important and continuing role to
play in making sure that New Zealand legislation incorporates the views of the people it is
written for. Surely this is democracy in action and therefore worthy of charitable status.

How does the work of NCWNZ provide public benefit?

The work of NCWNZ provides public benefit by promoting the moral, civil and social welfare
of the community by collecting and redistributing information; and in voluntarily working for
the social, legal and economic development of women, men and children so that we can live
in a caring and equitable society of which we can all be proud.

(Sgd) Lynette Stutz
Secretary, Wairarapa Branch, NCWNZ
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Name/Organisation: NCW Dunedin Branch

Involvement with NCWNZ: As part of the system of obtaining information from as many
different sources as possible to enable opinion to be given to National Office.

In your opinion, how does NCWNZ serve women, the family and the community at the
local, national and international level?

The representatives suggested the following list as being helpful in this regard:

e Bringing information to the general public.

e Taking information from the general public at local level to inform debate at the
national and international level.

e response to issues raised at the local level at the national level.

How does the work of NCWNZ provide public benefit?

e Encouraging women to be better informed about the issues e.g. local and national
forums for women to talk to nominated candidates for local and national elections.

o Collecting facts at a local level for use at a national level to better inform policy
decisions at a national level - this enables NCW to present all the sides of any issue
and they are displayed for what they are without fear or favour.

e contributions to foodbanks, collections of toiletries for women's refuge, provides a
safe forum for discussion of information from and to national policy making.

e addressing domestic violence and trying to put in place something to help

The over-riding issue is that information must flow both ways for it to be effective and that is
what is NCWNZ's main role.
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Date: 8 July 2010

Name/Organisation: New Zealand Federation of Graduate Women (NZFGW)
Dr Dorothy Page, President

Dr Florence Stone, NCW representative

Involvement with NCWNZ: Since its foundation in 1921 NZFGW has been an active
member of NCWNZ. Its members have always contributed to the work of NCW at Branch
level throughout New Zealand, and served regularly on its Board and on its Standing
Committees on special issues, especially relating to Education.

In your opinion, how does NCWNZ serve women, the family and the community at the
local, national and international level?

Locally

It provides friendship, support, and the chance to meet women from other groups

Offers training in areas such as meeting procedure and confidence-building so that
women can take a larger part in the community, e.g. standing for local authorities

Through the annual theme it gives members chance to increase knowledge in a
particular area: e.g. 2009 financial literacy, 2008 living gently in the environment

Gathers information and responses from a variety of women at grass roots level

Through its newsletter informs members of issues of local, national and international
significance

Introduces women to the process of formulating and discussing remits for national
consideration

Introduces people of power at the local level and gives women the chance to discuss
issues with them

Nationally

o NCWNZ involves itself in national affairs to advance the well-being of women in mind
and without any party political bias

Gathers information from its very varied catchment so that it can make well-grounded
submissions on bills before Parliament - this is valuable as NCW can have many
eyes from many groups focused on finding out the unintended consequences of a
measure

Comments publicly on issues of concern to women

Raises the profile of women and gives them a platform to speak to all New Zealanders

Celebrates the achievement of women

Debates remits on topics of importance to women, sent in by branches for
consideration by conference. If passed these become part of the fabric of NCW
policy.

¢ At local and national level supports Women’s Refuges with money and goods

Internationally

e Acquaints members with UN policies e.g. UNIFEM, INSTRAW
o Reflects members’ opinions in NGO CEDAW report

Family
Locally
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o Applies results of research to the everyday world — eg in recommendations on school
opening hours.
e Promotes safe schools and after-school care

Nationally

e Promotes immunisation campaigns
o Campaign against sexualisation of children
e Supports rural women in issues relating to isolation from community services

Community

Locally

Encourages members in active volunteer work in the community
Looks for practical solutions to local problems - e.g. refuse, recycling
Produces pamphlet on how to access help to stop family violence
Active in a variety of areas - e.g. overloaded school buses

Nationally
e Organised campaign to abolish inappropriate messages on children’s clothing
How does the work of NCWNZ provide public benefits?

¢ Increases the amount of reliable information available on issues important to society.
o Gives gender balance to national discourse
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Date: 8 July 2010
Name/Organisation: Maxine van Oosten
Involvement with NCWNZ: Member Hamilton Branch

In your opinion, how does NCWNZ serve women, the family and the community at the
local, national and international level?

NCW serves women in NZ by being an advocate for them at every level of the community.
They lobby Governments on fair policies for women and our families, they advocate for
equality in every aspect of women’s lives. They have championed women'’s issues for more
than a century.

How does the work of NCWNZ provide public benefit?

NCWNZ provides public benefit by giving value to role women play in society, by recognising
women’s issues and by seeing how balancing these can lead to realising the potential of our
whole community.
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Date: 7 July 2010
Name/Organisation: Julie Huffer
Involvement with NCWNZ: Current President NCW Wairarapa, member since 1993.

In your opinion, how does NCWNZ serve women, the family and the community at the
local, national and international level?

The opportunity to contribute an opinion and to have your say in what you believe is right is
available at local and national level. The promotion of the voting and election process is
important. Branches are able to submit to their District annual plans, DHB, etc and to
connect with local organisations.

Information and anecdotal evidence is collected from women in the community to provide a
basis for submissions to be prepared by NCWNZ on issues of national interest and
importance.

Information is disseminated through the Circular and then to member groups, and hence
through the community through a network of women from diverse groups. These same
diverse groups feed back to NCWNZ any concerns they have and these can be put forward
as remits to our annual meetings at national level.

The debate on these is a robust process that allows for opinions to be voiced and a
consensus decision to be arrived at. NCWNZ then seeks the ear of those who are able to
work toward the outcome deemed important.

Internationally we hear the issues of the member countries and again through a democratic
decision-making process, seek resolutions to improve the lives of all the women of the world,
their families and their communities.

How does the work of NCWNZ provide public benefit?

Locally, members support each other and work for the betterment of all people in their
community. The same is true nationally but the benefit is for people of the Nation.

Sharing information keeps us safe and well, and increases happiness through informed
choice. The breadth of issues covered ensure an across the board range of knowledge,
interest and engagement, and opinions. There is no issue that is put in the ‘too hard’ basket.

The diversity of membership is an enormous strength. We are not directly aligned to any one
corporate, religious, political, secular or interest group, but may be involved in all these at
once through our membership. NCWNZ works quietly and consistently, and rarely seeks
kudos for its efforts. Many hours of donated time (a diminishing commodity in this 21
century) are spent by NZ women in this work for the good of the public at large.
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Date: 7 July 2010
Name/Organisation: Christine Low

Involvement with NCWNZ: Former National President, Life Member of Christchurch
Branch.

In your opinion, how does NCWNZ serve women, the family and the community at the
local, national and international level?

NCWNZ via research and education has served women and their families for over 114years.

No issue is discussed or debated with the membership until it has had the background
researched. This research forms part of the education of the membership on any issue.
NCWNZ has a long established reputation of informed comment. This reputation has been
built on the foundation of research, education and discussion. Without this foundation no
comment can be truly representative of the organisation.

NCWNZ provides a forum for the community, in the main women, to come together,
research and discuss an issue that is important to them. This forum provides an important
service to the community. Through the research and education, members are better
informed and able to provide input to their own communities which is of benefit to all.
Informed communities make for a better civil society.

The experience NCWNZ has collected over the years of educating women on topical issues
has been shared with other national and international organisations.

NCWNZ facilitates every four years, discussion and research towards a NGO Alternative
Report to the United Nations Convention on the elimination of all forms of discrimination
against women (CEDAW). This is an opportunity for women to contribute to a global forum
on women. NZ is held up as an example of what can be achieved in a society where the
women are educated and have a forum that ensures that their views are taken into account
when addressing discrimination.

How does the work of NCWNZ provide public benefit?

Definition of public benefit in use: includes provision for a community’s social, economic and
cultural well being, and health and safety.

Therefore NCWNZ improves the mental ability and social well being of the membership who
in turn share their knowledge with others in the community. An educated and informed
society is the public benefit.

An analogy that may fit is that NCWNZ is the fence at the top of the cliff so that ambulances
are not required at the bottom.
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Date: 8 July 2010
Name: Mary Mcintyre, Matamata Branch NCWNZ, Branch President

NCWNZ serves women, the family and the community at local, national and
international level by:

e gathering information,

e sounding out opinions at individual and local level,

o collating opinions so that a representative expression of opinion can be forwarded
to the appropriate destination, thereby working for the betterment of women, children,
families and the community, the nation and ultimately responsible for influencing
decision making at international level.

o disseminating information through branches to affiliated organisations therefore
reaching the widest possible audience

e covering all issues vital to the well-being of women and their families

It is thanks to NCWNZ that women throughout the nation, in both urban and even the most
remote rural regions, are made aware of issues affecting them.

Through NCWNZ they have a voice that would otherwise not be heard

As one of the few rural branches, we in Matamata appreciate the opportunities that NCWNZ
provides to bring to the notice of policy makers the specific needs of people who live at a
distance from main centres.

Because of the structure of our organisation with delegates, associated members (past
delegates who have a fund of experience), as well as individual members, the opinions are
representative of a vast range of individuals and groups; in this respect NCWNZ is unlike
single purpose organisations where there could be seen to be biased opinion.

The work of NCWNZ provides public benefit in many ways and these are encapsulated in
the Family Charter which promotes:

respect for each other's personal dignity

ensuring the provision of proper nourishment and warmth
encouraging and comforting one another

settling arguments without aggression

finding help when problems occur

sharing responsibility

rejoicing in our environment

developing a sense of pride in our obligations as citizens

In working towards these goals and encouraging all families to adopt the charter as their
own, NCWNZ is undoubtedly working to provide for the public good. In working towards the
well-being of all New Zealanders NCWNZ is:

e helping people to be in control of their lives,
e to make a positive contribution to society
e to work together for the betterment of our environment

NCWNZ serves a unique and valuable purpose in our society in providing for public good
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Date: 8 July 2010
Name/Organisation: Judith Sutherland, Individual Member, Christchurch Branch, NCWNZ

Involvement with NCWNZ: My involvement with NCWNZ commenced in 2000. | joined this
Charitable Institution as a volunteer to assist as Branch Secretary. | had been seeking an
organisation that was constitutionally apolitical; that worked to eliminate discrimination
against women, elimination of poverty and assisted the wider community. | discovered that
NCW covered all these areas. Later, when Individual Membership became available | was
accepted as a member and | am now proud to say | am the current President of the
Christchurch Branch.

In your opinion, how does NCWNZ serve women, the family and the community at the local,
national and international level?

NCWNZ is an umbrella organisation with an outreach to many thousands of NZ Women.
Education:

NCWNZ’s primary tool is education. At the Branch level discussion forms an integral part of
the meeting. The topic range is extensive. There are issues raised by the Convenors of the
eleven standing committees or Action Items produced by National Office in order to canvass
Branch opinions. Complex issues require expert knowledge and in this regard we engage
an expert, often from Canterbury University. Some examples:

e Stephen Phillips - CEO of Age Concern

¢ Dr Jean Drage — University of Canterbury, re proposed changes to the electoral
system with the repealing of the electoral Finance Reform Act 2007.

o Dr Helen Gibson — re research into the NZ Liquor Laws.

¢ Dr Annabel Taylor - re the Crisis in Women’s Prisons and with women prisoners in
transition.

Branch Linkage:

The linkage of the branches throughout New Zealand via the National Office is a major
strength of, and asset to, the organisation. The National Office’s ability to coordinate
information, research and organise submissions, present at local and national government
level is immense.

How does the work of NCWNZ provide public benefit?

Training Programmes: Christchurch Branch

Hosting the Human Rights Commission: “Conversations About Work”.
CEDAW Meetings:

Facilitated the CEDAW consultation meetings in Christchurch as part of the information
sharing for the wider NGO’s CEDAW report.

Electoral Training Day:

Run in conjunction with the Human Rights Commission to assist women seeking local body
election.

Cultural Literacy: A training day to improve membership/others understanding of diversity in
order to build harmony in the community and to encourage other ethnic groups to join NCW.
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Other Branch Activities:

e Letter to The Press, re Section 59 Crimes Act (Published July 2009)
e Letter to the NZEI re School Support Staff pay negotiations

e Letter to The Press re closure of the 198 Youth Health Centre (published March
2010)

e Action Items - Branch: Electoral Finance Reform, Road Strategy report,
Reform of N Z Liquor Laws Consultation, Special Education Reform, Mining on
Conservation Land, N.Z. Lotteries Commission.

Submissions:
e Justice Commission re NZ Liquor Laws — (WFC) and individual members.
e Christchurch City Council — re Montgomery Spur.
e ECan Draft Plan — Democracy and water.

Remits:

The many Remits that have been worked through this year at Branch level to improve,
health, safety, and security for women and the wider community: These remits are
submitted to NCW National office for consideration at Conference. Although not all the
Remits were selected there was considerable education involved in this process and some
will be resubmitted.

i) “That NCWNZ request the Government to provide appropriate social and medical
accommodation for people under 65 years of age, with a disability, needing rest
home grade care.”

(i) “That NCWNZ requests the Government to take urgent action to increase child
health spending by providing 24 hours, 7 days per week free access to all healthcare
services for every child in New Zealand up to the age of 18 years.”

(iii) Cycle Pods

“That NCWNZ urge the Government to adopt measures to ensure trolleys attached to
cycles for the purpose of carrying children be confined to non-motorised cycle ways
not amongst motorised traffic.

(iv) Raising the age to purchase alcohol

1. “That NCWNZ supports the reduction of the availability by sale and purchase of
alcohol.”

2. “That NCWNZ supports the raising of the minimum age for purchasing alcohol
from any licensed premises to 20 years of age.”

(v) Women prisoners’ transition from prison

“That NCWNZ urges Government to develop policies and procedures that address
the specific needs of women prisoners in transition to the community. These policies
and procedures should be both gender equitable and address the transfer of
resources into the community.”

Board Membership:
COSS
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A representative from NCW serves as the women’s sector representative on the Board of
Council of Social Services. There is a mutual exchange of information which facilitates
NCW'’s knowledge of community social heeds and has enabled NCW to support COSS in its
legal bid to address unjust rent increases in relation to CCC social housing.

Kate Sheppard Memorial Trust:

NCW provides representation to the Kate Sheppard Memorial Trust. It is part of the Trust’s
function to administer funding for women who are involved in Research projects and in this
regard NCW has input into this educative work.

The Canterbury Branch of the United Nations:

NCW provides representation on this organisation which in turn facilities the exchange of
information, particularly regarding international affairs.

International:

At the International level NCW connects with other Women’s Councils throughout the world
and the National Office fosters such connections, through information sharing, education and
public forums. The production of the monthly Circular by National Office enables the wide
membership to engage in this process.

Conclusion:

It would be a travesty if NCWNZ became deregistered. Deregistration would considerably
hinder the vast work undertaken in areas of research, education and support for women,
families and the wider community. To do so would remove or diminish the democratic voice
of the thousands of women who are part of NCWNZ outreach.
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Date: 8 July 2010
Name/Organisation: Eunice Algar, Matamata NCW

Involvement with NCWNZ: 42 years - Life member, President, Education standing
committee

In your opinion, how does NCWNZ serve women, the family and the community at the
local, national and international level?

NCW serves this community by reporting the views of our small town/rural community to
Govt the effects any proposed legislation would have on a rural community in comparison
with the effects such legislation would have on cities where there are differing services and
facilities. E.g. Matamata does not have a public hospital and people have to travel 60 ks to
such services. Likewise with Govt offices there is no public transport facilities between
Hamilton and Matamata All these differences make people in our area needing to be much
more self reliant and this is fine if they have the finances to be so independent.

These are the ways Matamata NCW serves its community by carefully considering proposed
legislation or services made available and making representation to any appropriate
authority. We also make representation where a lack is noticed and work on it.

Because there are members from various groups matters are well discussed and any
representations are moderated to give a balanced view of any issue.

These views are of course fed through NCWNZ as required by our constitution.
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Date: 7 July 2010
Name/Organisation: UNIFEM National Committee for New Zealand
Involvement with NCWNZ: Affiliated member

In your opinion, how does NCWNZ serve women, the family and the community at the
local, national and international level?

NCWNZ provides an opportunity for women’s voluntary organisations to meet together to
share views and experiences. They learn from the contact and take the knowledge back to
improve the management and activities of their own organisation.

NCWNZ’s long history of involvement with women’s issues and its working relationship with
Parliament has given it a unique position in NZ.

NCWNZ coordinates a four yearly alternative report on compliance with the UN Convention
on the elimination of all forms of discrimination against women, inviting input from women
throughout the country. This is a service that no other organisation could provide.

It is the only organisation in this field in New Zealand with the capacity to provide resources
and expertise on women’s issues to organisations nationwide.

NCWNZ distributes information through their Circular about the activities and policies of
government and non-government organisations, nationally and internationally.

How does the work of NCWNZ provide public benefit?

Through the empowerment of women as described above.
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Date: 7 July 2010
Name/Organisation: Halina Kania of 131 Pownall Street, Masterton.

Involvement with NCWNZ: | have been a member of the Wairarapa Branch of the National
Council of Women of New Zealand (NCWNZ) since 1984 and have represented the
Masterton Branch of the Catholic Women'’s League of New Zealand (CWLNZ). | have held
office as the local NCWNZ Branch President, Treasurer and now as a Branch Life Member.

In your opinion, how does NCWNZ serve women, the family and the community at the
local, national and international level?

In my opinion NCWNZ and its branches throughout New Zealand have an important role to
play in making sure that ALL New Zealand views and needs are represented in our future
laws.

NCWNZ'’s monthly circulars and submissions to Parliamentary Select Committees are the
result of widespread debate. Issues are discussed nationally and fought for locally. The
organisation is apolitical and non profit. Over the years we have been at the forefront of
local, national and international issues. Much of what was discussed and fought for, many
now take for granted, such as: abolition of corporal punishment; wrapping of bread; flexible
trading hours; lowering of the voting age; cleanliness of water supplies; education on
recycling; and promotion of women to public office.

NCWNZ is affiliated to the International Council of Women, an organisation set up in 1888 to
bring together voluntary non government organisations worldwide and to represent women
of all nations, races, creeds and cultural traditions. We have often exchanged visits with
women of other countries, shared knowledge, offered practical help and taught tolerance.

How does the work of NCWNZ provide public benefit?

The work of NCWNZ provides public benefit by promoting the moral, civil and social welfare
of the community by collecting and redistributing information; and in working for the social,
legal and economic development of women, men and children so that we can all live in a just
and caring society of which we can all be proud.

(Sgd) Halina Kania
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Date: 7" July 2010
Name/Organisation: My name is Gabriel Rolls of 24 Rugby Street, Masterton .

Involvement with NCWNZ: | am currently a delegate member of the Wairarapa Branch of
the National Council of Women of New Zealand (NCWNZ) representing the Masterton
Branch of the Catholic Women’s League of New Zealand (CWLNZ).

In your opinion, how does NCWNZ serve women, the family and the community at the
local, national and international level?

Through receipt of NCWNZ monthly circulars the CWLNZ meetings are able to discuss and
give “feed back” on various circular items, remits, submissions and information. This “feed
back” is presented to the Wairarapa Branch NCWNZ monthly meeting. In this way our local
CWLNZ individual and collective views are made known and in turn submitted to NCWNZ
National Office and incorporated into submissions. As CWLNZ members provide voluntary
assistance to organisations such as Red Cross, the Cancer Society, Asthma and Arthritis
Foundations, and St. Vincent de Paul the views of many women and their families are
enabled and promoted by NCWNZ processes to be heard in the policy making arena.

NCWNZ disseminates and collates information inclusive of family, community, local body,
national and international issues through its branches and delegate membership and could,
in fact, through its representation of many women’s organisations be called the original
“information website”, a website which has now been in existence for 114 years.  In this
way representatives from organisations such as the one | represent (CWLNZ) and others
including the NZ Nurses Organisation, Rural Women NZ, Family Planning Association,
Anglican Women, Presbyterian Women, and SPELD continue to have their collective voices
heard on issues such as education, infrastructure, alcohol consumption/purchase and
climate change.

NCWNZ is affiliated to the International Council of Women which brings togerher voluntary
non government organisations worldwide representing women of all nations, races, creeds
and cultural traditions.

How does the work of NCWNZ provide public benefit?

The work of NCWNZ provides public benefit by strengthening and promoting a channel
through which the pursuit of a just and caring society for themselves and their families,
women from all walks of life can ensure their views are heard.

(Sgd) Gabriel Rolls

31



Date: 7" July 2010
Name/Organisation: My name is Dorothy Moss of 107 Dixon Street, Masterton.

Involvement with NCWNZ: | have been a member of the Wairarapa Branch of the National
Council of Women of New Zealand (NCWNZ) for many years, initially as a representative of
Soroptomists NZ and latterly as an associate member

In your opinion, how does NCWNZ serve women, the family and the community at the
local, national and international level?

By enabling input from so many women'’s groups both local and national, ie: Catholic
Women’s League NZ, Association of Anglican Women, Association of Presbyterian Women;
Rural Women NZ, health carers such as the NZ Nursing Association and many others. In
this way the needs of women and their families become known both locally and nationally.

At a local level the Wairarapa Branch of NCWNZ have, in many instances, played a pivotal
role in steering groups and at the foundation level of such organisations as Women’s Refuge
and NZ Family Planning. Rural health care has featured strongly and the branch has in the
past driven discussion and debate on issues such as the lack of facilities relating to
mammography screening, rehabilitation and aged care services. Wairarapa Branch
continue their involvement locally in a variety of ways providing blankets, clothing, essential
toiletries and children’s toys to agencies such as Women'’s Refuge.

NCWNZ’s monthly circulars and submissions to Parliamentary Select Committees are the
result of widespread debate. Issues are discussed nationally and fought for locally.  The
organisation is apolitical and non profit. *

NCWNZ nationally is affiliated to the International Council of Women a body representing
many women’s apolitical, non profit organisations worldwide. | recall an important
achievement some years ago when not only our local branch but others throughout New
Zealand contributed monies to see a well dug in a South African village so that the women
did not have to carry their water large distances each day. A senior NCWNZ representative
was able to be present at the commissioning of the well.

How does the work of NCWNZ provide public benefit?

NCWNZ provides public benefit nationally by coordinating a process to develop an
independent Shadow Report on the way government is meeting its obligations to the
CEDAW Agreement (Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against
Women); and locally by becoming involved in the coordination of community groups and
individuals to submit their independent Shadow Reports to the national body.

(Sgd) Dorothy Moss

! Kate Sheppard a founder and stalwart of NCWNZ appears on the NZ $10.00 note.
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Date: 7 July 2010
Name/Organisation: My name is Trix Bryant of 4 Colville Street, Masterton.

Involvement with NCWNZ: | have been a Rural Women NZ delegate to the Wairarapa
Branch of the National Council of Women of New Zealand (NCWNZ) since the 1980s.

In your opinion, how does NCWNZ serve women, the family and the community at the
local, national and international level?

NCWNZ is involved in many ways supporting women and therefore their families in our local
and wider community by liaising through its affiliate membership at national and international
levels.

NCWNZ'’s monthly circulars and submissions to Parliamentary Select Committees are the
result of widespread debate. Issues are discussed nationally and fought for locally. The
organisation is apolitical and non profit.

NCWNZ is a large group of women representative of many organisations who give countless
hours of voluntary time to their wider communities and groups of interest across New
Zealand.

Local work includes donation of toilet bags for use in emergencies. The bags are made and
packed by branch members and given to maternity and health/mental health hospital wards
and through Women’s Refuge to women and children affected by family violence.

Working towards gender equality in local and national elections by holding social events and
seminars to meet with, and promote women candidates, across the political spectrum.

How does the work of NCWNZ provide public benefit?

The work of NCWNZ provides public benefit through the collection and dissemination of
information often resulting in submissions to Parliamentary select committees (written and
oral) which have been listened to and read as a voice of reason in the “corridors of power”
for more than a century.

(Sgd) Trix Bryant
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Date: 7 July 2010
Name/Organisation: Abortion Law Reform Association of New Zealand (ALRANZ)
Involvement with NCWNZ: NCW Christchurch Branch Representatives for ALRANZ

In your opinion, how does NCWNZ serve women, the family and the community at the
local, national and international level?

Being members of NCW in Christchurch, we are aware that locally our membership
represents a wide and disparate group of organisations with the common goal of wanting to
benefit women and their families and the wider community. Monthly meetings provide an
informative and educative forum with much debate amongst members on topical issues as
they relate and impact on women. This allows a conduit, an information flow, to and from the
“grass roots” so to speak, enabling a very democratic and broad consultative process, all
done on a voluntary basis.

Collation of such opinion at a national level ensures the “grass roots” do have a voice and
get heard, that representation and advocacy occur, particularly on public issues that can
impact on women’s lives and families throughout New Zealand. The monthly newsletter,
distributed nationally provides excellent information on local, national and international
trends and events. NCW is also able to respond to issues affecting women internationally,
e.g. contributing to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against
Women (CEDAW)

How does the work of NCWNZ provide public benefit?

NCW has been in existence since 1896, working to improve the lot of NZ women by
education and raising awareness. Strong educated women make healthy families, and
strong concerned communities. It is well recognized that women are the ones to “do” family
and the ones who contribute many voluntary hours of community work. By supporting
women and seeking to better their lives and those of their families, NCW is most surly
providing the ultimate in public benefit.
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Date: 6 July 2010
Name/Organisation: Myra Harpham
Involvement with NCWNZ: More than 40years;

Currently individual member; Represented LHNZFGW; Member of Associates and
represented Associates; Sometime member of three standing committees — women'’s affairs,
economic and consumer; represented NCWNZ on numerous Government committees
dealing with electricity and gas matters and on Standards Committees dealing with similar
matters.

In your opinion, how does NCWNZ serve women, the family and the community at the
local, national and international level?

Main outcome of our activities from my 40 year perspective:

Informed comment, representative of a wide range of women, on issues that impact on
women and families at local, national and international levels

This is achieved by:

Education, information and opportunities for skills development provided to members to
enable them to discuss issues and reach an informed opinion

Enabling these views to be communicated to Government, other bodies and the public either
by submissions, press releases and other means such as representing NCWNZ’s collective
views on a variety of committees and statutory bodies.

Fund raising to meet the costs of such