Dear <MP>,

I am writing to ask you to take action on behalf of survivors of sexual violence.

The ACC “clinical pathway” came into force on 27 October 2009, creating unacceptable barriers in accessing counselling for survivors of sexual violence.

Minister Nick Smith said in Parliament that the needs of survivors of sexual violence would be paramount to the ACC’s Sensitive Claims Unit new “clinical pathway”.

But already sexual violence agencies and providers Doctors for Sexual Abuse Care, New Zealand Association of Psychotherapists, New Zealand Association of Counsellors and Aotearoa New Zealand Association of Social Workers are collecting horrific examples which highlight dangers for survivors.

These include:
1. A woman raped on a psychiatric ward – ACC refused her counselling because she was considered mentally unwell at the time of the rape 
2. A child sexually abused by an older child – ACC refused counselling, calling the abuse “sexualized play, and unlikely to have been traumatic”
3. A woman in Rotorua being told to go to Tauranga for counselling, as there were no ACC registered counsellors locally There have been delays in processing sensitive claims since May. 

Counsellors now report dramatic reductions in the numbers of survivors seeking ACC funded counselling.

The new “clinical pathway” is unethical.  ACC will fund limited therapy sessions, if and only if sexual abuse has resulted in a mental health diagnosis.  Many counsellors have refused to work with the new pathway in protest, and the national coverage of therapists is unknown, because the ACC national approved counsellors list has not been updated.
In South Canterbury, Timaru, Mackenzie Country, Rotorua, Opotiki and Levin there are no ACC funded counsellors to work with survivors of sexual violence.

I urge you to tell Nick Smith and ACC the new “clinical pathway” is dangerous and unethical and should be abandoned.

Survivors tell us therapy saves lives.  The ACC “clinical pathway” removes this safeguard, and risks harm and trauma to some of our most vulnerable.

<signed>

