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26 March 2010

Hon Nick Smith

Minister for ACC

Parliament Buildings

Wellington

RE: ACC Sensitive Claims Pathway

Dear Dr Smith

Thank you for your letter to David Parker of 24 March 2010 regarding the Clinical Pathway introduced by the Sensitive Claims Unit of ACC on 27 October 2009.

I refer to, and attach, your answer to written question 01228 (2010) which states that less than 12 people, in only three regions of New Zealand, were approved for ACC funded counselling in February this year.  In contrast I refer to, and attach, your answer to written question 17387 (2009) which states 224 New Zealanders were accepted for ACC-funded counselling in September 2009.

It is Labour’s view that a review of the new clinical pathway is not needed to determine that there is a now a systemic failure to provide victims and survivors of sexual abuse with ACC funded counselling.  We therefore are not willing to participate in your process and request an immediate return to the previous pathway. 

Further, your suggestion that the Terms of Reference for a review be given to Labour on a confidential basis is inappropriate.  The failure of the new clinical pathway and the urgent need of victims of crime require more, not less transparency.
We also note that you have not yet released figures on the numbers of pending cases for February 2010.  We believe this may be a deliberate withholding of information which will reveal the quantum of people left without decisions from ACC and who have been additionally injured by the new Clinical Pathway.

Yours sincerely

Lynne Pillay

Labour MP

Labour Spokesperson for Disability Issues

Associate Labour Spokesperson Justice – Victims’ Rights

Cc Hon David Parker

Cc NZAP
